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Composite photograph of the Star-Spangled Banner.  2004.

A New Home for a National Treasure.  National Museum of American History. 
Smithsonian.  27 June 2008.  <http://americanhistory.si.edu/about/ssb.cfm#gallery>.

Primary students will learn about a variety of national symbols.  Students will analyze and evaluate each symbol in order to be able to identify them and determine their importance in American history.  Students will also gain an appropriate working knowledge of the vocabulary needed to analyze each symbol. 
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	Overview
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	Objectives
	Students will:

· gain background knowledge about patriotic symbols
· analyze through discussions important details of the symbols

· evaluate the symbols to determine which one they feel is most important and why

	Recommended time frame
	1 week

	Grade level
	1st-2nd

	Curriculum fit
	Social Studies , Language Arts

	Materials
	· PowerPoint
· Analysis form
· Venn Diagram
· Flag worksheet
· National symbols chart
· Crayons/Pencils

· 1 rubric per student

	Illinois State Learning Standards
Back to Navigation Bar

	
	Language Arts: 

GOAL 3: Write to communicate for a variety of purposes.

· 3.B. The learner will compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific purposes and audiences.

· 3.C. Communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes.
GOAL 4:  Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations.

· 4.A.  Listen effectively in formal and informal situations.

· 4. B.  Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and audience.
GOAL 5:  Use the language arts to acquire, assess and communicate information.

· 5.A. Locate, organize, and use infor​ma​tion from various sources to answer questions, solve problems and communicate ideas.

· 5.B. Analyze and evaluate information acquired from various sources.

· 5.C. Apply acquired information, concepts and ideas to communicate in a variety of formats.

Social Studies:

STATE GOAL 14:  Understand political systems, with an emphasis on the United States.

· 14.A.   Understand and explain basic principles of the United States government.
· 14. F.   Understand the development of United States political ideas and traditions.

GOAL 16:  Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping the history of Illinois, the United States and other nations.

· 16.A.  Apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation.
· 16.B.   Understand the development of significant political events.
Technology:
GOAL 4: Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making.
· 4.C. Collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.


	Procedures
Back to Navigation Bar

	
	Day One:

· Introduce national symbols (patriotic symbols) to students.  
· Watch U.S. Symbols video from http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/
to provide basic background information to students.

· Review the national symbols shown in the video and record the symbols on the Chart.  Predict why each one is a symbol of U.S.
Day Two:

· Play the PowerPoint slides for students to review national symbols.
· Review the slides with photos of Francis Scott Key, the Star Spangled Banner, and the flag of 1907.

· Analyze each photo by answering the following questions:  
1. What do you see?
2. Why/how do you think ______ is/got that way?
3. What do you think is the most interesting thing 
about this symbol and why?
· Review the history of Key, anthem, and the flag using the teacher historical background information.

· Add discussion information to the National Symbols Chart.
· Students can complete the flag worksheet.
Day Three-Four:

· Choose the slides of 2 national symbols to analyze and discuss each day (leave president for day 5).  Remember to use the historical information provided.

· Use the analysis sheet’s guiding questions to facilitate discussions.

· Add information to the National Symbols Chart.
· Students can complete the analysis sheet for each symbol.
Day 5:

· Review all national symbols that have been discussed so far.

· Analyze portrait of George Washington and photo of George W. Bush from slides.

· Review historical information about both presidents.

· Compare and contrast Washington to Bush.

· Complete National Symbols Chart.

· Students can complete the Venn diagram.


	Evaluation
Back to Navigation Bar

	
	· Completed Venn Diagrams can be printed and quickly assessed using the rubric provided.


	Extension                                                        Back to Navigation Bar

	
	· Have students use their knowledge of current national symbols to create or design a symbol of their own.
· Have students participate in lessons designed to focus on learning about your state’s government including your state symbols (see my American Journal at the link below).
http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/


Historical Background
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Primary Resources from the Library of Congress

Back to Navigation Bar
	Image
	Description
	Citation
	URL

	
	1917 Uncle Sam poster
	Flagg, James M.  I Want You for the U.S. Army. New York: Leslie-Judge Co., 1917.
Color Lithograph.  American Treasures of the Library of Congress.  Prints and Photographs Division.  Library of Congress. 27 June 2008. <http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm015.html>.


	http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm015.html


	


	1917 Uncle Sam recruiting poster
	Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, WWI Posters, [LC-USZC4-8368]
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3g08368


	


	1917 Uncle Sam poster
	Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, [LC-USZC4-960]
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b52466
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	Francis Scott Key’s “Star Spangled Banner”
	Key, Francis Scott.  The Star Spangled Banner.  1840, manuscript.  Historic Sheet Music 1800-1922.  Performing Arts Encyclopedia.  Library of Congress. 27 June 2008. <http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100000019/default.html>.


	http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100010478/default.html


	


	Portrait of Francis Scott Key
	Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, Theodor Horydczak Collection [LC-H824-T01-0523 DLC (b&w film dup. neg.)].
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/thc.5a50172


	


	Great Seal of US
	Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, [LC-DIG-pga-01404]
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.01404
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	Original Constitution of US
	Signed Copy of the Constitution of the United States; Miscellaneous Papers of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789; Records of the Continental and Confederation Congresses and the Constitutional Convention, 1774-1789, Record Group 360; National Archives.
	http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=9#


	
	Early movie of Statue of Liberty
	Library of Congress, Motion Picture, Broadcasting, and Recorded Sound Division.
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/lcmp002.m2a01604
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	Statue of Liberty
	Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division,  [LC-USZ62-122833].
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3c22833


	


	1953 photo of the Liberty Bell
	Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, Theodor Horydczak Collection [LC-H814-T-P05-001-A DLC (interpositive)].
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/thc.5a38550


	


	1900 black and white photo of Liberty Bell
	Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, Detroit Publishing Company Collection.
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/det.4a25713
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	2004 photo of the 1907 Star Spangled Banner that flew over Ft. McHenry and inspired Francis Scott Key to write the national anthem
	Composite photograph of the Star-Spangled Banner.  2004.

A New Home for a National Treasure.  National Museum of American History.  Smithsonian.  27 June 2008.  <http://americanhistory.si.edu/about/ssb.cfm#gallery>.


	http://americanhistory.si.edu/about/ssb.cfm#gallery


	


	First photograph of southern view of White House  1846
	Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, [LC-USZ62-46804 DLC (b&w film copy neg. pre-1992)]
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a53372


	


	1905 black and white photo of White House
	Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, Detroit Publishing Company Collection, [LC-D4-18600]
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/det.4a12677


	


	Portrait painting of George Washington
	Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, Detroit Publishing Company Collection, [LC-D416-29910]
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/det.4a26549


	


	1902  photograph of Washington Monument
	Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, Detroit Publishing Company Collection.
	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/det.4a09427


	


	 Photo of George W. Bush
	National Park Service Digital Image Archives.  September 24, 2007.  National Park Service Office of Public Affairs.  27 June 2008.  <  http://photo.itc.nps.gov/storage/images/officials/Officials-Thumb.00001.html>
	http://photo.itc.nps.gov/storage/images/officials/Officials-Thumb.00001.html



Rubric
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National Symbols
Date:_____________



Student:___________________
	Expectations
	Exceeds expectations 
	Meets expectations
	Below expectations
	Did not attempt

	Correctly writes and places (3) statements in each part of the Venn Diagram

	3
	2
	1
	0

	Written statements are thoughtful, detailed, and significant 

	3
	2
	1
	0

	Completed Venn Diagram demonstrates understanding of historical information presented

	3
	2
	1
	0

	Actively participated during discussions 

	
	1
	
	0


*(shows strong understanding) =8-10 pts.             + (shows good understanding) =6-7 pts.               

– (lacks understanding) =5 or fewer pts.
Handouts

Back to Navigation Bar


Tell why the American Flag is an important national symbol.



Draw a detailed picture of the symbol.


What interesting things about this symbol do you see?

__________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think this symbol is important?

__________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Where might you see or find this symbol?

__________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
	National Symbol
	Important Historical Facts
	Details We Observed
	Why It Is A Symbol

	American Flag 
	
	
	

	Liberty Bell
	
	
	

	Statue of Liberty
	
	
	

	Great Seal
	
	
	

	Constitution
	
	
	

	White House
	
	
	

	Presidents
	
	
	



The American Flag





� HYPERLINK "http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/games/flag.html" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://bensguide.gpo.gov/images/icons/coloringbk/flag_small.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/I?fsaall,app,brum,detr,swann,look,gottscho,pan,horyd,genthe,var,cai,cd,hh,yan,bbcards,lomax,ils,prok,brhc,nclc,matpc,iucpub,tgmi,lamb:14:./temp/~pp_M45t::displayType=1:m856sd=det:m856sf=4a26549:@@@mdb=fsaall,app,brum,detr,swann,look,gottscho,pan,horyd,genthe,var,cai,cd,hh,yan,bbcards,lomax,ils,prok,brhc,nclc,matpc,iucpub,tgmi,lamb" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://memory.loc.gov/service/pnp/det/4a20000/4a26000/4a26500/4a26549t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





George


Washington





Both Presidents





� HYPERLINK "http://photo.itc.nps.gov/storage/images/officials/Officials-Full.00001.html" \t "_blank" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://photo.itc.nps.gov/storage/images/officials/Officials-ImageT.00001.jpeg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





George


W. Bush





Analysis Sheet














� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.things4myspace.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/05/eagle-eye-american-flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.things4myspace.com/military-graphics/american-eagle/&h=338&w=451&sz=18&hl=en&start=42&um=1&tbnid=6R0SWxEY2GozNM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=127&prev=/images%3Fq%3DAmerican%2Beagle%2Bpictures%26start%3D40%26ndsp%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Doff%26rlz%3D1T4GWYA_en___US218%26sa%3DN" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:6R0SWxEY2GozNM:http://www.things4myspace.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/05/eagle-eye-american-flag.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





National Symbols Chart





� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://heavensgatefarm.home.att.net/_borders/American_Eagle.jpg&imgrefurl=http://heavensgatefarm.home.att.net/links.htm&h=600&w=800&sz=53&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=pXNkT1M_BlCVUM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=143&prev=/images%3Fq%3DAmerican%2Beagle%2Bpictures%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Doff%26rlz%3D1T4GWYA_en___US218%26sa%3DX" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:pXNkT1M_BlCVUM:http://heavensgatefarm.home.att.net/_borders/American_Eagle.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





History of the American Flag


On January 1, 1776, the Continental Army was reorganized in accordance with a Congressional resolution which placed American forces under George Washington's control. On that New Year's Day the Continental Army was laying siege to Boston which had been taken over by the British Army. Washington ordered the Grand Union flag hoisted above his base at Prospect Hill. It had 13 alternate red and white stripes and the British Union Jack in the upper left-hand corner (the canton). 


In May of 1776, Betsy Ross reported that she sewed the first American flag. ��On June 14, 1777, in order to establish an official flag for the new nation, the Continental Congress passed the first Flag Act: "Resolved, That the flag of the United States be made of thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new Constellation." ��Between 1777 and 1960, Congress passed several acts that changed the shape, design and arrangement of the flag and allowed for additional stars and stripes to be added to reflect the admission of each new state. 


Act of January 13, 1794 - provided for 15 stripes and 15 stars after May 1795. 


Act of April 4, 1818 - provided for 13 stripes and one star for each state, to be added to the flag on the 4th of July following the admission of each new state, signed by President Monroe. 


Executive Order of President Taft dated June 24, 1912 - established proportions of the flag and provided for arrangement of the stars in six horizontal rows of eight each, a single point of each star to be upward. 


Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated January 3, 1959 - provided for the arrangement of the stars in seven rows of seven stars each, staggered horizontally and vertically. 


Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 21, 1959 - provided for the arrangement of the stars in nine rows of stars staggered horizontally and eleven rows of stars staggered vertically. 


�Today the flag consists of thirteen horizontal stripes, seven red alternating with 6 white. The stripes represent the original 13 colonies, the stars represent the 50 states of the Union. The colors of the flag are symbolic as well: Red symbolizes Hardiness and Valor, White symbolizes Purity and Innocence and Blue represents Vigilance, Perseverance and Justice.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.usa-flag-site.org/history.shtml" �http://www.usa-flag-site.org/history.shtml�








History of the Great Seal


On July 4, 1776, the same day America's thirteen separate states united to declare themselves an independent nation, the Continental Congress took the next step necessary to demonstrate this Independence. They began to create their national emblem, the Great Seal of the United States. 


Like other nations, America needed an official symbol of sovereignty to seal and authenticate her international treaties and transactions. The new nation needed a symbolic signature others would recognize and honor. 


This is what America's founders had to do back in 1776. Using only a few images and words, they had to illustrate the principles that inspired them to revolutionize their world and create a new nation. 


During the next six years of the Revolution, three different committees submitted ideas for this graphic image of America, but none were acceptable. In June 1782, Congress turned the task over to Charles Thomson, one of their most visionary men. 


Using symbolic elements from all three committees, plus imagery and mottoes of his own, Thomson created a bold and elegant design. 


A week later, he presented it to Congress. That same day, Congress approved the two-sided design. The Great Seal of the United States was officially adopted on June 20, 1782 (six years before the Constitution). Its design has remained unchanged since then. 


In September 1782, the first Great Seal die was cut and used to begin sealing the peace with England. For more than 225 years now, the Great Seal has ratified international agreements of peace, cooperation, and trade. Representing the people of America, it seals their promise to other nations.


The shield is composed of thirteen stripes that represent the several states joined into one solid compact, supporting the chief which unites the whole and represents Congress. The stripes are kept closely united by the chief and the chief depends upon that union and the strength resulting from it. 


The motto E Pluribus Unum alludes to this union. 


The shield is born on the breast of an American Eagle without any other supporters to denote that the United States of America ought to rely on their own virtue. 


The olive branch and arrows denote the power of peace and war which is exclusively vested in Congress. 


The constellation of thirteen stars denotes a new state taking its place and rank among other sovereign powers. 


The pyramid signifies strength and duration. 


The Eye over it and the motto Annuit Coeptis allude to the many signal interpositions of providence in favor of the American cause.


The date 1776  underneath is that of the Declaration of Independence and the words Novus Ordo Seclorum under it signify the beginning of the new American Era, which commences from that date.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.greatseal.com/" �http://www.greatseal.com/�











History of the Liberty Bell


On November 1, 1751, a letter was sent to Robert Charles, the Colonial Agent of the Province of Pennsylvania who was working in London. Signed by Isaac Norris, Thomas Leech, and Edward Warner, it represented the desires of the Assembly to purchase a bell for the State House (now Independence Hall) steeple. The bell was ordered from Whitechapel Foundry, with instructions to inscribe on it the passage from Leviticus.


The bell arrived in Philadelphia on September 1, 1752, but was not hung until March 10, 1753, on which day Isaac Norris wrote, "I had the mortification to hear that it was cracked by a stroke of the clapper without any other violence [sic] as it was hung up to try the sound."


The cause of the break is thought to have been attributable either to flaws in its casting or, as they thought at the time, to its being too brittle.


Two Philadelphia foundry workers named John Pass and John Stow were given the cracked bell to be melted down and recast. They added an ounce and a half of copper to a pound of the old bell in an attempt to make the new bell less brittle. For their labors they charged slightly over 36 Pounds.


The new bell was raised in the belfry on March 29, 1753. "Upon trial, it seems that they have added too much copper. They were so teased with the witticisms of the town that they will very soon make a second essay," wrote Isaac Norris to London agent Robert Charles. Apparently nobody was now pleased with the tone of the bell.


The Liberty Bell was rung to call the Assembly together and to summon people together for special announcements and events. The Liberty Bell tolled frequently. Among the more historically important occasions, it tolled when Benjamin Franklin was sent to England to address Colonial grievances, it tolled when King George III ascended to the throne in 1761, and it tolled to call together the people of Philadelphia to discuss the Sugar Act in 1764 and the Stamp Act in 1765.


In 1772 a petition was sent to the Assembly stating that the people in the vicinity of the State House were "incommoded and distressed" by the constant "ringing of the great Bell in the steeple."


But, tradition holds, it continued tolling for the First Continental Congress in 1774, the Battle of Lexington and Concord in 1775 and its most resonant tolling was on July 8, 1776, when it summoned the citizenry for the reading of the Declaration of Independence produced by the Second Continental Congress. However, the steeple was in bad condition and historians today doubt the likelihood of the story.


In October 1777, the British occupied Philadelphia. Weeks earlier all bells, including the Liberty Bell, were removed from the city. It was well understood that, if left, they would likely be melted down and used for cannon. The Liberty Bell was removed from the city and hidden in the floorboards of the Zion Reformed Church in Allentown, Pennsylvania, which you can still visit today.


Throughout the period from 1790 to 1800, when Philadelphia was the nation's capital, uses of the Bell included calling the state legislature into session, summoning voters to hand in their ballots at the State House window, and tolling to commemorate Washington's birthday and celebrate the Fourth of July.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ushistory.org/LibertyBell/index.html" �http://www.ushistory.org/LibertyBell/index.html�








Facts About the Liberty Bell


The Liberty Bell weighs 2,080 pounds. The yoke weighs about 100 pounds. 


From lip to crown, the Bell measures three feet. The circumference around the crown measures six feet, 11 inches and the circumference around the lip measures 12 feet. 


The Liberty Bell is composed of approximately 70 percent copper, 25 percent tin and traces of lead, zinc, arsenic, gold and silver. The Bell is suspended from what is believed to be its original yoke, made of American elm. 


The cost of the original bell, including insurance and shipping was £150, 13 shillings and eight pence ($225.50) in 1752. The recasting cost slightly more than £36 ($54) in 1753. 


In 1876, the United States celebrated the Centennial in Philadelphia with a display of replica Liberty Bells from each state. Pennsylvania’s display bell was made out of sugar. 


On the Liberty Bell, Pennsylvania is misspelled “Pensylvania.” This spelling was one of several acceptable spellings of the name at that time. 


The strike note of the Bell is E-flat. 


The federal government gave every state and its territories a replica of the Liberty Bell in the 1950s as part of a national U.S. Savings Bond campaign. 


The Bell has had three homes: Independence Hall (the Pennsylvania State House) from 1753 to 1976, the Liberty Bell Pavilion from 1976 to 2003 and the new Liberty Bell Center beginning on October 9, 2003. 


Each year, more than a million people visit the Liberty Bell. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/liberty/01_history_01.jsp" �http://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/liberty/01_history_01.jsp�








History of Francis Scott Key and the Star Spangled Banner


The Star-Spangled Banner" is the national anthem of the United States of America. The lyrics come from a poem written in 1814 by Francis Scott Key, a then 35-year-old amateur poet who wrote "Defence of Fort McHenry" after seeing the bombardment of Fort McHenry at Baltimore, Maryland, by Royal Navy ships in Chesapeake Bay during the War of 1812.


"The Star-Spangled Banner" was recognized for official use by the Navy in 1889 and the President in 1916, and was made the national anthem by a congressional resolution on March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1508, codified at � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title_36_of_the_United_States_Code" \o "Title 36 of the United States Code" �36 U.S.C.� � HYPERLINK "http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/36/301.html" \o "http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/36/301.html" �§ 301�), which was signed by President Herbert Hoover.


On September 3, 1814, Key and John S. Skinner, an American prisoner-exchange agent, set sail from Baltimore aboard the ship HMS Minden flying a flag of truce on a mission approved by President James Madison. Their objective was to secure the release of Dr. William Beanes, the elderly and popular town physician of Upper Marlboro, and a friend of Key’s who had been captured in his home. Beanes was accused of aiding the arrest of British soldiers. Key and Skinner boarded the British flagship HMS Tonnant on September 7 and spoke with Major General Robert Ross and Admiral Alexander Cochrane over dinner, while they discussed war plans. At first, Ross and Cochrane refused to release Beanes, but relented after Key and Skinner showed them letters written by wounded British prisoners praising Beanes and other Americans for their kind treatment.


Because Key and Skinner had heard details of the plans for the attack on Baltimore, they were held captive until after the battle, first aboard HMS Surprise, and later back on the HMS Minden. After the bombardment, certain British gunboats attempted to slip past the fort and effect a landing in a cove to the west of it, but they were turned away by fire from nearby Fort Covington, the city's last line of defense.


During the rainy night, Key had witnessed the bombardment and observed that the fort’s smaller "storm flag" continued to fly, but once the shell and rocket barrage had stopped, he would not know how the battle had turned out until dawn. By then, the storm flag had been lowered, and the larger flag had been raised.


Key was inspired by the American victory and the sight of the large American flag flying triumphantly above the fort. This flag, with fifteen stars and fifteen stripes, came to be known as the Star Spangled Banner Flag and is today on display in the National Museum of American History, a treasure of the Smithsonian Institution. It was restored in 1914 by Amelia Fowler, and again in 1998 as part of an ongoing conservation program.


Aboard the ship the next day, Key wrote a poem on the back of a letter he had kept in his pocket. At twilight on 16 September, he and Skinner were released in Baltimore. He finished the poem at the Indian Queen Hotel, where he was staying, and he entitled it "Defence of Fort McHenry."


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Star-Spangled_Banner" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Star-Spangled_Banner�














History of the Statue of Liberty


The Statue of Liberty National Monument officially celebrated her 100th birthday on October 28, 1986. The people of France gave the Statue to the people of the United States over one hundred years ago in recognition of the friendship established during the American Revolution. Over the years, the Statue of Liberty's symbolism has grown to include freedom and democracy as well as this international friendship.


Sculptor Frederic Auguste Bartholdi was commissioned to design a sculpture with the year 1876 in mind for completion, to commemorate the centennial of the American Declaration of Independence. The Statue was a joint effort between America and France and it was agreed upon that the American people were to build the pedestal, and the French people were responsible for the Statue and its assembly here in the United States. However, lack of funds was a problem on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. In France, public fees, various forms of entertainment, and a lottery were among the methods used to raise funds. In the United States, benefit theatrical events, art exhibitions, auctions and prize fights assisted in providing needed funds.


Meanwhile in France, Bartholdi required the assistance of an engineer to address structural issues associated with designing such a colossal copper sculpture. Alexandre Gustave Eiffel (designer of the Eiffel Tower) was commissioned to design the massive iron pylon and secondary skeletal framework which allows the Statue's copper skin to move independently yet stand upright. Back in America, fund raising for the pedestal was going particularly slowly, so Joseph Pulitzer (noted for the Pulitzer Prize) opened up the editorial pages of his newspaper, "The World" to support the fund raising effort. Pulitzer used his newspaper to criticize both the rich who had failed to finance the pedestal construction and the middle class who were content to rely upon the wealthy to provide the funds. Pulitzer's campaign of harsh criticism was successful in motivating the people of America to donate.


Financing for the pedestal was completed in August 1885, and pedestal construction was finished in April of 1886. The Statue was completed in France in July, 1884 and arrived in New York Harbor in June of 1885 on board the French frigate "Isere" which transported the Statue of Liberty from France to the United States. In transit, the Statue was reduced to 350 individual pieces and packed in 214 crates. The Statue was re-assembled on her new pedestal in four months time. On October 28th 1886, the dedication of the Statue of Liberty took place in front of thousands of spectators. She was a centennial gift ten years late.


The story of the Statue of Liberty and her island has been one of change. The Statue was placed upon a granite pedestal inside the courtyard of the star-shaped walls of Fort Wood (which had been completed for the War of 1812.) The United States Lighthouse Board had responsibility for the operation of the Statue of Liberty until 1901. After 1901, the care and operation of the Statue was placed under the War Department. A Presidential Proclamation declared Fort Wood (and the Statue of Liberty within it) a National Monument on October 15th, 1924 and the monument's boundary was set at the outer edge of Fort Wood. In 1933, the care and administration of the National Monument was transferred to the National Park Service. On September 7, 1937, jurisdiction was enlarged to encompass all of Bedloe's Island and in 1956, the island's name was changed to Liberty Island. On May 11, 1965, Ellis Island was also transferred to the National Park Service and became part of the Statue of Liberty National Monument. In May of 1982, President Ronald Reagan appointed Lee Iacocca to head up a private sector effort to restore the Statue of Liberty. Fundraising began for the $87 million restoration under a public/private partnership between the National Park Service and The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, Inc., to date the most successful public-private partnership in American history. In 1984, at the start of the Statue's restoration, the United Nations designated the Statue of Liberty as a World Heritage Site. On July 5, 1986 the newly restored Statue re-opened to the public during Liberty Weekend, which celebrated her centennial.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.statueofliberty.org/Statue_History.html" �http://www.statueofliberty.org/Statue_History.html�











History of the White House


The White House is the official home and principal workplace of the President of the United States. Built between 1792 and 1800 of white-painted Aquia sandstone in the late Georgian style, it has been the executive residence of every U.S. President since John Adams. When Thomas Jefferson moved into the home in 1801, he, with architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe, expanded the building outward, creating two colonnades which were meant to conceal stables and storage.


In 1814, during the War of 1812, the mansion was set ablaze by the British Army in the Burning of Washington, destroying the interior and charring much of the exterior walls. Reconstruction began almost immediately, and President James Monroe moved into the partially reconstructed house in October 1817. Construction continued with the addition of the South Portico in 1824 and the North in 1829. Due to crowding within the executive mansion itself, President Theodore Roosevelt had nearly all work offices relocated to the newly-constructed West Wing in 1901. Eight years later, President William Howard Taft expanded the West Wing and created the first Oval Office which was eventually moved as the section was expanded. The third-floor attic was converted to living quarters in 1927 by augmenting the existing hip roof with long shed dormers. A newly constructed East Wing was used as a reception area for social events; both new wings were connected by Jefferson's colonnades. East Wing alterations were completed in 1946 creating additional office space. By 1948, the house's load-bearing exterior walls and internal wood beams were found to be close to failure. Under Harry S. Truman, the interior rooms were completely dismantled, resulting in the construction of a new internal load-bearing steel framework and the reassembly of the interior rooms.


Today, the White House Complex includes the Executive Residence (in which the First Family resides), the West Wing (the location of the Oval Office, Cabinet Room, and Roosevelt Room), and the East Wing (the location of the office of the First Lady and White House Social Secretary), as well as the Old Executive Office Building, which houses the executive offices of the President and Vice President.


The White House is made up of six stories—the Ground Floor, State Floor, Second Floor, and Third Floor, as well as a two-story basement. It is located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW in Washington, D.C. As the Executive Office of the President of the United States, the term White House is regularly used as a metonym for the Executive Office of the President of the United States and for the president's administration and advisors in general. The property is owned by the National Park Service and is part of the President's Park. In 2007, it was ranked second on the American Institute of Architects's "List of America's Favorite Architecture."


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House�











History of the Washington Monument


The Washington Monument is a large, tall, sand-colored obelisk near the west end of the National Mall in Washington, D.C. It is a United States Presidential Memorial constructed to commemorate George Washington. The monument is the world's tallest stone structure, and is the world's tallest obelisk, standing 555 feet 5⅛ inches (169.294 m) in height and made of marble, granite, and sandstone. It is also the tallest structure in Washington D.C. It was designed by Robert Mills, an architect of the 1840s. The actual construction of the monument began in 1848 but was not completed until 1884, almost 30 years after the architect's death. This hiatus in construction was because of a lack of funds and the intervention of the American Civil War. A difference in shading of the marble, visible approximately 150 feet (45 m) up, clearly delineates the initial construction from its resumption in 1876.


Its cornerstone was laid on July 4, 1848; the capstone was set on December 6, 1884, and the completed monument was dedicated on February 21, 1885. It officially opened October 9, 1888. Upon completion, it became the world's tallest structure, a title it inherited from the Cologne Cathedral and held until 1889, when the Eiffel Tower was finished in Paris, France.


The Washington Monument reflection can be seen in the aptly named Reflecting Pool, a rectangular pool extending to the west toward the Lincoln Memorial.


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument�











History of the Constitution


The Constitutional Convention of May 1787 was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where delegates from 12 of the 13 states were present. The state of Rhode Island refused to send a delegate because it was afraid of losing its states' rights. The delegates worked for 4 months behind closed doors of the State House to draft a new document known later as the "Constitution." 


In Philadelphia, more than fifty delegates from twelve of the original thirteen colonies met to begin writing the Constitution of the United States. 


These delegates were selected by their states. They were educated, patriotic, and experienced men, ranging from the ages of 40 to 81. Benjamin Franklin was the oldest delegate. Some men were landowners and some were lawyers or judges. All delegates held at least one public office. This group is sometimes called the "Founding Fathers." There were no women or minorities. 


The writers of our Constitution wanted to make sure that the new nation and its citizens would be free and independent. They wanted to make sure that the government of the United States would protect the people from a government that was too powerful and from the autocratic rule of kings. They didn't want the wishes of the people to be denied by any part of government or by the power of any single leader. But they also knew the government must be stronger than the one based on the Articles of Confederation. So the writers of the Constitution planned a very special kind of government and put their plan in writing.


George Washington had won the respect of his countrymen as commander of the Continental Army. Washington's fellow delegates elected him president of the Constitutional Convention because they held him in high esteem. 


As president of the Constitutional Convention, Washington's job was to keep the meetings orderly and effective. This was no small task considering the many different points of view among the delegates. The delegates listened carefully when President Washington broke in to make a contribution. 


Before the Constitutional Convention began, a rules committee decided how the process would work. No matter how many delegates a state sent, each state was given only one vote. If a state sent more than one delegate, all delegates had to come to an agreement about their state's one vote. Any delegate could voice an opinion. All proceedings would be kept secret until the Constitutional Convention presented a finished Constitution. 


Once the debate ended, Governor Morris of New Jersey put the Constitution in its final form. He completed the task of hand-writing 4,300 words in two days!


The Constitution was signed by 39 of the 55 delegates on September 17, 1787. 


William Jackson, secretary of the Constitutional Convention, also signed. New Hampshire, the state with the smallest delegation, and Pennsylvania, the state with the largest delegation, shared the honor of having all their delegates sign this historic document.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.congressforkids.net/Constitution_index.htm" �http://www.congressforkids.net/Constitution_index.htm�














Facts about George Washington


On April 30, 1789, George Washington, standing on the balcony of Federal Hall on Wall Street in New York, took his oath of office as the first President of the United States. "As the first of everything, in our situation will serve to establish a Precedent," he wrote James Madison, "it is devoutly wished on my part, that these precedents may be fixed on true principles." 


Born in 1732 into a Virginia planter family, he learned the morals, manners, and body of knowledge requisite for an 18th century Virginia gentleman. 


He pursued two intertwined interests: military arts and western expansion. At 16 he helped survey Shenandoah lands for Thomas, Lord Fairfax. Commissioned a lieutenant colonel in 1754, he fought the first skirmishes of what grew into the French and Indian War. The next year, as an aide to Gen. Edward Braddock, he escaped injury although four bullets ripped his coat and two horses were shot from under him. 


From 1759 to the outbreak of the American Revolution, Washington managed his lands around Mount Vernon and served in the Virginia House of Burgesses. Married to a widow, Martha Dandridge Custis, he devoted himself to a busy and happy life. But like his fellow planters, Washington felt himself exploited by British merchants and hampered by British regulations. As the quarrel with the mother country grew acute, he moderately but firmly voiced his resistance to the restrictions. 


Washington enjoyed less than three years of retirement at Mount Vernon, for he died of a throat infection December 14, 1799. For months the Nation mourned him. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/gw1.html" �http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/gw1.html�


George Washington had to borrow money to go to his own inauguration. 


Washington was the first President to appear on a postage stamp.


Washington was one of two Presidents that signed the U.S. Constitution.


Washington was the only president elected unanimously, receiving all 69 of the electoral votes cast. 


At his inauguration, Washington had only one tooth. At various times he wore dentures made of human or animal teeth, ivory or lead -- never wood. 


Washington refused to wear a powdered wig, which was high fashion in the late 1700s. Instead, he powdered his red-brown hair and ties it in a short braid down his back. 


Washington carried a portable sundial. 


Washington's inauguration speech was 183 words long and took 90 seconds to read. This was because of his false teeth.


The six white horses in Washington's stables had their teeth brushed every morning on Washington's orders.


The nation's capital was located in Philadelphia during Washington's administration making him the only president who didn't live in Washington, D.C. during his presidency. 


Washington loved to help fight fires.


Washington's favorite sports were fishing and fox hunting.


George Washington was born on February 11, 1731. and the anniversary of his birth has been celebrated on February 22. 


Washington was the first man in American history to be a Lieutenant General.


Washington was the only president to die in the 1700s.


George Washington had two ice cream freezers installed at his home in Mount Vernon. 


George Washington left no direct descendant. Though his wife Martha had four children by a previous marriage. Washington never sired a child to continue his line.


He was probably named after George Eskridge, a lawyer in whose charge Washington's mother had been left when she was orphaned.


Washington once issued an order that forbade swearing throughout the U.S. Army.


Washington wore size thirteen boots.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/presfacts/washington.html" �http://www.geocities.com/presfacts/washington.html�











Facts About George W. Bush


George W. Bush is the 43rd President of the United States. He was sworn into office on January 20, 2001, re-elected on November 2, 2004, and sworn in for a second term on January 20, 2005. Prior to his Presidency, President Bush served for 6 years as the 46th Governor of the State of Texas, where he earned a reputation for bipartisanship and as a compassionate conservative who shaped public policy based on the principles of limited government, personal responsibility, strong families, and local control.


President Bush was born on July 6, 1946, in New Haven, Connecticut, and grew up in Midland and Houston, Texas. He received a bachelor’s degree in history from Yale University in 1968, and then served as an F-102 fighter pilot in the Texas Air National Guard. President Bush received a Master of Business Administration from Harvard Business School in 1975. Following graduation, he moved back to Midland and began a career in the energy business. After working on his father’s successful 1988 Presidential campaign, President Bush assembled the group of partners who purchased the Texas Rangers baseball franchise in 1989. On November 8, 1994, President Bush was elected Governor of Texas. He became the first Governor in Texas history to be elected to consecutive 4-year terms when he was re-elected on November 3, 1998. 


Since becoming President of the United States in 2001, President Bush has worked with the Congress to create an ownership society and build a future of security, prosperity, and opportunity for all Americans. He signed into law tax relief that helps workers keep more of their hard-earned money, as well as the most comprehensive education reforms in a generation, the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. This legislation is ushering in a new era of accountability, flexibility, local control, and more choices for parents, affirming our Nation’s fundamental belief in the promise of every child. President Bush has also worked to improve healthcare and modernize Medicare, providing the first-ever prescription drug benefit for seniors; increase homeownership, especially among minorities; conserve our environment; and increase military strength, pay, and benefits. Because President Bush believes the strength of America lies in the hearts and souls of our citizens, he has supported programs that encourage individuals to help their neighbors in need. 


On the morning of September 11, 2001, terrorists attacked our Nation. Since then, President Bush has taken unprecedented steps to protect our homeland and create a world free from terror. He is grateful for the service and sacrifice of our brave men and women in uniform and their families. The President is confident that by helping build free and prosperous societies, our Nation and our friends and allies will succeed in making America more secure and the world more peaceful. 


President Bush is married to Laura Welch Bush, a former teacher and librarian, and they have twin daughters, Barbara and Jenna. The Bush family also includes two dogs, Barney and Miss Beazley, and a cat, Willie. � HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehouse.gov/president/biography.html" �http://www.whitehouse.gov/president/biography.html�


George Bush:


Began his career in the oil industry


Had (4) siblings; 3 brothers and 1 sister


Played basketball, baseball, and football in college and was known for being head cheerleader


Graduated from Yale University


Enlisted in the Texas Air National Guard in 1968


Was certified to fly the F-102 jet fighter


Mentored children from the inn-city of Houston


Purchased a small interest in the Texas Rangers baseball team in 1989


� HYPERLINK "http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761581479/George_Bush.html" �http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761581479/George_Bush.html�
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