Getting the idea? Seeing beyond the cartoon figures.
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Students will use the Library of Congress website to view primary sources pertaining to visual art that illustrates a point of view. Cartoons and posters can express an opinion about political events, the environment, popular culture, and trends that reflect issues that are important to the artist or the people who commissioned the artwork. The big idea is to acquaint students with the many visuals that are archived and available to view, analyze and interpret their meaning, and ultimately, emulate the use of symbols and techniques in an original cartoon/ illustration created by each student.

Overview/ Materials/LOC Resources/Standards/ Procedures/Evaluation/Rubric/Handouts/Extension
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	Objectives
	Students will:

· be able to use the LOC for finding primary sources through guided practice.
· use the internet and word processing programs to copy, download images, and record analysis

· recognize visual symbols and record intended interpretations.

· understand the historical background and need for motivational images pertaining to current issues.

· create two images that depict an issue representing both sides of the issue.

	Recommended time frame
	1 week for research, 1 ½ weeks for creative illustrations

	Grade level
	10-12

	Curriculum fit
	Secondary art (Issues concern adult  themes)

	Materials
	· Computer lab: access to internet and word processing programs, printer. Log on and go to http://www.loc.gov/homepage/lchp.html
· Cartoon analysis worksheet,   http://archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
· Individualized versions of the art project may use different materials. 

· Strict political cartoon style illustration requires pen and ink or extra fine tip permanent markers. If the required images are to resemble WWII propaganda style illustrations, various color media such as watercolor, markers, or colored pencil may be used.

poster board, books, analysis forms, 
· Paper should be small for pen and ink (8”x 10”)

· Large (11” x14” or 16 x 20”) Poster board or illustration board for WWII era images

	Illinois State Learning Standards
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	Fine Arts:
GOAL 25: Know the language of the arts.

· 25.A.5 Analyze and evaluate student and professional works for how aesthetic qualities are used to convey intent, expressive ideas and/or meaning.

GOAL 26: Through creating and performing, understand how works of art are produced.

· 26.B.4d Demonstrate knowledge and skills that communicate clear and focused ideas based on planning, research and problem solving.

GOAL 27: Understand the role of the arts in civilizations, past and present.

· 27.A.4b Analyze how the arts are used to inform and persuade through traditional and contemporary art forms.

· 27.B.4b Understand how the arts change in response to changes in society.

· 27.B.5 Analyze how the arts shape and reflect ideas, issues or themes in a particular culture or historical period.


	Procedures
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	Day One: Introduction

· Using the classroom computer projector, introduce LOC by visiting the following links concerning cartooning and the power art in persuasion.
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/political_cartoon/about.html 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/cartoon.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/telnaes/telnaes-tab.html
http://archives.gov/exhibits/powers_of_persuasion/use_it_up/use_it_up.html
Day Two: Computer lab exercise 
· Students will complete the LOC search worksheet on their own. See attached handout, Primary sources, Lesson One
Day Three: Classroom lesson and discussion
· Look at the visuals found on the Primary Sources page in this lesson and analyze the components of the cartoon and statement. 
· Print the following cartoon analysis worksheet and have students fill in the information during presentation.
·  Students should complete three.

http://archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
Day Four: Choose an issue to illustrate, create thumbnails. (thumbnails are small rough sketches)
· What are some issues that you face in your life, in society, or in the world? There are always two ways or more to look at an issue or it wouldn’t be an issue. The idea is to present two sides of an issue without being blatantly offensive. The point is to get an idea across to the viewer so that the viewer will want to read it. 
· A persuasive image persuades change of mind; however, and offensive image reinforces a bias. Using visual symbols, each drawing depicts an issue. Since this is the first time you are trying to create an issue, it is a learning experience. Remember political cartoons do not have to be funny, but it is important that words that are used so be well drawn so that the reader can easily see them. So what are some issues? What issue have you been thinking about? 
· Every year, there seems to be several which are in the forefront. These are some issues which have made headlines, you can add your own or use one of these: Same sex marriages, high school dress code, war in Iraq, death penalty, the draft, the origin of man, speed limits, legalization of marijuana, rating on movies, music, and games, grades, greenhouse effect, eligibility for sports, home schooling, the cost of space exploration, the cost of war, the cost of clean air, urban sprawl, high salaries for pro-athletes, vegetarian diets, organic farming, copyright laws , free downloading of music, zero population growth, censorship, welfare, illegal immigration, year round schooling, and mass transportation versus cars.
Day Five and Six: Illustrate one side of Issue

· Using one idea from your thumbnail, illustrate your idea on a full size sheet of paper. 
· If needed, trace your idea for a final well crafted and clean presentation.
Day Seven and Eight:

· Illustrate other side of Issue. Repeat process for illustrating the other side of the issue. 

· Students should be encouraged to choose a topic that they feel comfortable illustrating and guided through discussions on tasteful appropriate limits. Even Political cartoonists have editors. 
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	Answers for the Can you find it worksheet. 
1. Primary sources are original items or records that have survived from the past like clothing, letters, photos, and manuscripts. They are part of a direct personal experience of a time or event.

2. 1925

3. Barbed wire

4. symbolism, exaggeration, labeling, analogy, irony

5. facial characteristics and clothing

6. symbols used- birthday cake

7. the length of time desegregation is taking

8. Which image is a personal opinion

9. Daumier- personal choices
Goya-personal choices
10. This answer will vary according to image chosen
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	Exhibit. Political Cartoons in the Classroom: the Lesson. Author: Mary Liz Towne. Urban Middle School, Sheboygan, Wisconsin. http://ali.apple.com/ali_sites/deli/exhibits/1000810/The_Lesson.html
Design a Poster:

Assign students to design a poster for the following issues that conveys the emotions they believe most likely to result in other students responding in a positive way by participating in the act portrayed:
Environment: recycle, conserve, plant a tree. Etc.
Education” stay in school, read, be all you can be so U.S. can compete Globally, etc.
Values: don’t cheat, don’t lie, don’t steal, etc.




Primary Resources from the Library of Congress
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· Examine Ben Franklin’s “Join, or Die” political cartoon. Is it funny? Or is it simply a matter of “getting it”? In order to “get it,” you have to know something about the historical context about which the illustrator is drawing. Appreciating political cartoons is not simply a matter of finding them funny—it is more about understanding the context of the subject, comprehending the bias of the cartoonist, and agreeing or disagreeing with that bias. Good political cartoons use visual satire to illustrate a viewpoint or an opinion. Cartoons can be a great educational tool in the classroom because not only are they visually interesting, but they also help students understand biases toward current or historical events or people. 

 When you view a political cartoon ask yourself?
· What issue is this political cartoon about? 

· What is the cartoonist’s opinion on this issue? 

· What other opinion can you imagine another person having on this issue? 

· Did you find this cartoon persuasive? Why or why not? 
· What other techniques could the cartoonist have used to make this cartoon more        persuasive? 

The following is a quote from Herb Block, a political cartoonist http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/cartoon.html
For people who think political cartoons are inclined to be negative, a good explanation is in the story of the school teacher who asked the children in her class to give examples of their kindness to birds and animals. One boy told of how he had taken in a kitten on a cold night and fed it. A girl told of how she had found an injured bird and cared for it. When the teacher asked the next boy if he could give an example of his kindness to nature's creatures, he said, "Yes ma'am. One time I kicked a boy for kicking a dog."

In our line of work, we frequently show our love for our fellow men by kicking big boys who kick underdogs. In opposing corruption, suppression of rights and abuse of government office, the political cartoon has always served as a special prod -- a reminder to public servants that they ARE public servants.

That is the relationship of the cartoonist to government, and I think the job is best performed by judging officials on their public records and not on the basis of their cozy confidences.

As for the cartoonist's relationship to the rest of the newspaper, that depends on the individual cartoonist and the paper. The editorial page cartoon in the Washington Post is a signed expression of personal opinion. In this respect, it is like a column or other signed article -- as distinguished from the editorials, which express the policy of the newspaper itself.
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	In 2001, Ann Telnaes became the second

woman ever to win the Pulitzer Prize

for editorial cartooning. One of the

few women in this highly competitive

field, Telnaes creates some of today's

boldest political cartoons.

	The Choice, September 31, 2000 
Ink brush over blue pencil and graphite underdrawing with opaque white 
LC-DIG-ppmsca-04783; LC-USZ62-134299 
Courtesy of Tribune Media Services (70)
Color print from digital scan

	http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/telnaes/images/70-COLOR.jpg
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	In 1967, As President Johnson hailed the "good life" in the United States, the living conditions for many, inner city residents, especially blacks experienced poverty felt no share in it. Protests and riots broke out in several American cities.
	Fiddler, July 25, 1967 
Ink, graphite, and opaque white over graphite underdrawing on layered paper 
Published in the Washington Post (65) 
LC-USZ62-127090 

	http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/images/s03489u.jpg
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	Kirk Walters,  As part of the Where’s Osama
series
	Kirk Walters, Ohio Toledo Blade Press, 2004
	http://cagle.msnbc.com/news/WheresOsama/images/kirk.jpg


	


	Mike's award winning work has appeared in the Post for more than 20 years
	Mike Keefe, The Denver Post, 10/14/06
	http://cagle.msnbc.com/news300million/images/keefe.gif
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	Dr. Seuss’ series created for the war bond effort during WWII
	Set. 1, 1942
Dr. Seuss (Theodor Seuss Geisel. Between 1941-1943, he was the chief editorial cartoonist for the New York newspaper PM
	http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dspolitic/pm/1942/20901cs.jpg


	


Didn’t we meet at Casino?
	Bill Mauldin recounts meeting Gen. Patton who angrily said about his cartoons series of Willie and Joe, "Now then, sergeant, about those pictures you draw of those god-awful things you call soldiers. Where did you ever see soldiers like that? You know goddamn well you're not drawing an accurate representation of the American soldier. You make them look like goddamn bums.”

	Created between 1943 and 1945.
Ink over pencil with white-out
LC-DIG-ppmsca-03236 (digital file from original) 
LC-USZ62-119293 (b&w film copy neg.)
CD 1 - Mauldin, no. 191 (A size)
Copyright by Bill Mauldin. Reproduced with Permission of the Estate of William Mauldin.
	http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/mauldin/images/03236r.jpg


	


	Witness and Response: Recent collection of the Library of Congress. Cartoons concerning the September 11th terrorist attack
	Igor Kordey, Pennsylvania plane, 2001. Ink, porous point pen and opaque white over graphite underdrawing.
Published in Marvel Comics' Heroes: The World's Greatest Super Hero Creators, p.17.
Prints and Photographs Division (132)
	http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/01867r.jpg


	


	Illustrator Charles Dana Gibson's (1867-1944) glamorous, winsome "Gibson girls" set the standard for female beauty in turn-of-the-century America. Here, however, Gibson parodies his own creations, portraying his traditionally passive paradigms of womanhood as playfully assertive giants toying with a minuscule man.


	Charles Dana Gibson, 
The Weaker Sex, 
ink over pencil with scraping out on board, 1903
Gift of Charles Dana Gibson, 1935 
Prints and Photographs Division (1)
	http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/craws/images/05887r.jpg
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	Ann Telnaes created this statement concerning supersizing portions.  Research reported in the New England Journal of Medicine indicated that being obese is a factor in 20 percent of women's deaths from cancer. Breast cancer and heart disease have been particularly linked to obesity and being overweight
	Supersizing, February 19, 2003
Ink brush over pink pencil underdrawing with opaque white
LC-DIG-ppmsca-04785; LC-USZ62-134268
Courtesy of Women's eNews (67)
Color print from digital scan

	http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/telnaes/images/67-04785r-th.jpg
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	Persuasive images were created to get Americans to help in the war effort. Images included such themes as women should work so men could fight, rationing items, keeping quiet about secrets, and making sacrifices.
	Weimer Pursell, 1943

Printed by the Government
Printing Office for the Office
of Price Administration
NARA Still Picture Branch
(NWDNS-188-PP-42)


	http://archives.gov/exhibits/powers_of_persuasion/use_it_up/images_html/images/ride_with_hitler.jpg



Rubric
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Issues: Two sides of an issue illustrated in graphic, symbolic, comic style

Art 2 Rubric

Name:                                                       Hour:

Issue: 
Mature, pertinent, appropriate choice.
1
2
3

Composition:
Design elements were placed within the frame logically, with balance, order, and planning.

Design One: 1
   2
3

Design Two: 1    2
3

Symbols used:
Symbols, typography, characters were original and easy to understand.
Design One: 1
   2
3

Design Two: 1    2
3

Typography:
Lettering was legible, spelled correctly, and sized to fit.
Design One: 1
   2
3

Design Two: 1    2
3

Technical skill:

Clear, neat, and free from erasers, smudges.
Design One: 1
   2
3

Design Two: 1    2
3

Creativity with concept and illustration:

Overall success with idea and drawing shows evidence of much thought, planning, effort.

Design One: 1
   2
3      4

Design Two: 1    2
3      4

Handouts
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Instructions:
Print this page.

Students please record your answers to the following questions and return to teacher for a grade.

Lesson 1 Computer Lab Exercise 

Navigating the Library of Congress for Primary Sources concerning images with an attitude!

Log on, connect (www.loc.gov), and find the answers.

PRIMARY SOURCES

Click on Learning Page

Click on Getting started

Click on Primary Sources
1. What are primary sources?

BRANDING OF AMERICA

Return to Learning Page

Click on Features and Activities

Click on the Branding of America

Click on Did You Know?
2. The Hallmark symbol first appeared on the back of greeting cards in which year?

Return to Branding of America
3. What product was invented in Illinois?

IT’S NO LAUGHING MATTER

Click on It’s No Laughing Matter

Click on Cartoon analysis guide
4. What are the five main points in the guide?
5. What are the most commonly exaggerated subjects?
Return to It’s no Laughing Matter

Click on Learning activity
6. What symbol is being used to get the point across?

7. What issue is this political cartoon about?

Return to It’s no laughing Matter

Click on Resources for Teachers

Click on Comic Book/ Political Cartoons

8. Which September 11 image impresses/ touches/ symbolizes your feelings the most?
Return to Resources for Teachers
Cartoons are often conceived as humorous OR deeply serious, and even offensive to some people. Combining both fictional and non-fictional elements, cartoons have been used as a subversive or radical medium to comment on issues. Often providing a forum for visual protest, political cartoons present diverse perspectives on the pertinent (important) issues of the day. Political cartoons are multicultural and have a long history dating back to artists like Honore Daumier and Francisco de Goya. 
Click on Resources for Teachers

Resources outside of the Library of Congress

Click on Cartoon commentary
Click on Materials resources

Find a cartoon by Daumier or Goya

9. What is the date?

10. What issue is this cartoon about?

An Adventure of the American Mind

Illinois State University


